“Holmes—his limits
Knowledge of Geology—
Practical, but limited.
Tells at a glance different
soils from each other.
After walks has shown
me splashes upon his
trousers, and told
me by their colour and
consistence in what part
of London he had
received them.”

—ARTHUR Coman DaovlE,
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19 08. A man with a bad rep-

& utation as a poacher
wiss under investigation for the murder of
Margaethe Filbert in Bavaria, Germany
[vestigating roud on U suspect's shoes,
Georg Popp, a chemist and geologist in
Frankfort, wsed geology 1o help solve
e case.

The anspects wife testified that she
Bad dutifully clesned her hosband's
shoes the day Before the erime. Those
shoes had three layers of soil adhering toe
the leather in front of the heel, Popp res-
songd that the innermost layver was the
cdedest. Tt containad goose droppings and
ofher earth materizls, matching samplas
from the walk ocutside the suspecl’s
home, The second laver contained red
sandstone fragments and ofler particles
that compare:d with samples taken whers
Filberts body had Deen foond. The last
layer and this, Popp said, the youngest,
contained brick, coal dust, cement and
a series of other materizls that matched
samples taken owtside a castle where
the suspeets gon and clothing  had
been foumnd.
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